"But somehow, due to some sense of attach-
ment and delusory7 feeling of proprietorships the old
man has decided to make small compromise between
injunctions of the Sasiras and his own promoted
impulses", so thought Nachiketas in his immaturity.
In this inner conflict of Vajasravas, so clearly Indicated
by his external actions, Nachiketas reads a sure tra-
gedy in store for his father in future.
The young boy, overcome by Ms sense of duty
towards his father, walks up to the old man who is
busily engaed in the distribution of the cows, and
enquires of him, "father., to whom will thougfve ?ne"
The Yogna performed being Viswajit the per-
former is bound to give away in charity all that he
owns as his own. Naturally, the son approaches the
father oifering himself as a happy sacrifice. Cer-
tainly, no father has a right to give away his son
without his consent merely to gain for himself a greater
Realm of Experience. After all, as an individual
with independent life the son has a right to demand
his own privileges as the son of his father. Nachi-
ketas in thus offering himself to Ms father, is surrender-
ing his individual rights at the altar of his greater
duties towards his parent. Or, may be, it was an
intelligent hint suggesting a volume of criticism at
the father's suicidal miserliness exhibited so shame-
lessly at a moment of challenge in his life.
The old Brahmin, though intellectually a great
master of the scriptures, is in no sense of the term a
saint or a sage who has transcended the misty realm